
The peregrine falcons have returned
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In 1996, when Minnesota Power awarded the first 
Community Involvement Scholarships, this year’s 
winners were just entering kindergarten. Today, they are 
preparing to pursue their career goals through higher 
education. 
Minnesota Power has recognized the following 
25 exceptional area high school seniors with $2,000 
Community Involvement Scholarships: Margaret 
Ackerson, Moose Lake; Jenna Atkinson, Long Prairie-
Grey Eagle; Elizabeth Balke and Kari Scharnberg, 
Floodwood; Jana Bergstedt, Kyle Geissler, and Rachel 
Gibbon, Hermantown; Janna Diggan, East Central; 
Zackry Graves and Megan Johnson, Esko; Michelle 
Johnson, Nikki Johnson, and Andrew Piasecki, Upsala; 
Melissa Kassube, Eagle Valley; Michael Kempnich, Nevis; 
Samantha Moen, Babbitt; Kara Rud, Brainerd; Cynthia 
Shain, Mesabi East; Amanda Shoberg, Proctor; Jessica 
Skly, Verndale; Paige Stein, Denfeld; Ariana Suihkonen, 
Tower Soudan; Jeanna Toninato, International Falls; 
Samantha Weller, Carlton; and Brittany Wicklund, Two 
Harbors.
Winners were selected by judges from the Duluth 
Superior Area Community Foundation based on their 
community involvement through volunteer activities, as 
well as their good academic records. “More Minnesota 
young people are becoming connected to their 
communities by volunteering time and energy to support 
area projects,” said Foundation Director Peggy Hanson. 
“Volunteering teaches them about civic responsibility, and 
it enhances their education and leadership development. 
We are pleased to continue our commitment to 
ensuring that more young people are connected to their 
communities in positive roles.”
To date, 300 students have received $600,000 in 
Community Involvement Scholarship aid.
Minnesota Power also announced the 2009 New 
Generation Scholarship winners. This scholarship 
is designed to help existing college students at higher 
educational institutions in Minnesota Power’s service area 
complete degree programs in specified fields of study.

Those fields include business, computer science, 
economics, engineering and related programs, infor-
mation systems, and management. Individual awards are 
$1,000 or $2,000, depending on whether the student 
is pursuing a two- or four-year degree. The scholarship 
program encourages students to graduate in fields that 
align with our region’s workforce needs.
Recipients are from the University of Minnesota Duluth: 
Emily Andrews, Stephen Brannan, Brandon Eberle, 
Shannon Koecher, Anthony Kraft, Andrew McCabe, 
Amber Mikulich, Jennifer Pernat, Kellen Preiner, Brian 
Resch, Michael Sterns, and Bryan Thorsell; the College 
of St. Scholastica: Lyndsay Daniel, Kelly Diallo, Nicole 
Jedlenski, Cheryl Kaplan, Nathan Kleinke, Carmen 
Ludwig, and Tanya Lowney; Hibbing Community 
College: Matthew Erickson, Shawn Foust, and Jeremy 
Tinquist; Fond du Lac Tribal and Community College: 
Marie Hage; Lake Superior College: Theresa Hillman; 
Itasca Community College: Carson Krueger and Luke 
Matheson; Mesabi Community College: Bridget 
McReady; and the University of Wisconsin-Superior: 
Brad Peot.
Visit mnpower.com/community for more information 
on our scholarship programs.

In a nest high atop a 350-foot stack 
at Minnesota Power’s Boswell Energy 
Center in Cohasset, peregrine falcon 
chicks hatched in late May. 
Working with the national Raptor 
Resource Project in an effort to help 
preserve these endangered birds, 

Minnesota Power installed its first peregrine falcon 
nesting box at Boswell in 1992. Since then, a pair of adult 
peregrines named Windsong and Bandit have produced 
49 offspring at the site. 
Watch the falcon activity on the 24-hour live view at 
mnpower.com/falconcam. 
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If your current heating and cooling system is over ten years 
old or you are building or remodeling a home, now is the 
time to better manage your long-term energy costs and 
maximize your incentive dollars. Invest in a qualifying, 
energy-efficient heating and cooling system and get a 
$100 Bonus, plus the standard rebate, for a total rebate of 
$300–$1,100 from Minnesota Power.
Also take advantage of a 30% tax credit on the cost of the 
unit (product + installation), up to $1,500. The tax credit 
applies to qualifying air source heat pumps (ASHPs), 
high efficiency furnaces, and ground source heat pumps 
(GSHPs). There is no maximum on the 30% tax credit on 
the cost of a GSHP, so a $20,000 unit could qualify for 
a $6,000 tax credit. We recommend talking with your 
accountant to fully understand the impact of a tax credit 
and to ensure you request the necessary documentation to 
qualify. 
Contact a participating contractor to help select and install 
a heating and cooling system that’s right for your home 
and for assistance with the Minnesota Power rebate and 
$100 Bonus. The contractor will also help you identify 
models that qualify for a tax credit.
Visit mnpower.com/bonus for more information on 
qualifying ASHPs, high efficiency furnaces with ECM fan 
motors, GSHPs, rebates with $100 Bonus and tax credits, 
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                                              $100 Bonus and tax credit offers

and a list of participating contractors (rebates are only 
available through participating contractors). At the same 
time, print off your $100 Bonus coupon or call 800-677-
8423 (option 2) for more facts about the bonus offer. 
Remember to present the bonus coupon to the contractor 
to get an additional $100. Offer available July 1 through 
October 1, 2009.  

ENERGY STAR®
clothes washer rebate

Save energy, save water, and take 
advantage of a $40 rebate on ENERGY 
STAR qualified clothes washers. 
Qualifying clothes washers are 
estimated to save up to $150 annually, 
based on energy, water, and sewage 
savings. (Rates and savings vary.)

Visit mnpower.com/cw for more information and 
to print off a copy of the rebate. You may also call 
800-677-8423 (option 1) for a copy of the Found 
Money flyer. Rebate forms are available at most 
appliance stores in your area or visit mnpower.com/
foundmoney to print a copy.
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Conservation–where do I begin?

The choice to be more energy efficient may be clear, but the starting point can be more difficult 
to determine. The Pyramid of Conservation is designed to help you prioritize steps and develop 
an action plan that’s right for you. By establishing a foundation in energy efficiency and gaining 
a better understanding about how you use energy, you can more effectively work your way up the 
pyramid.

The Pyramid of  C O N S E R V A T I O N
residential version
“A Foundation in Energy Efficiency”
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Solar
Electric
Wind

Heat Pumps Furnaces
Air Conditioning

Replacement

Drain Water Heat Recovery
SmartPak        Solar Thermal

Attic Walls          Foundation        Caulking
Weather Stripping                Seal Attic Bypasses

Dishwasher       Clothes Washer
Refrigerator                           Dehumidifier

Attic           Walls           Foundation

CFLs                                  Fixtures                                  LED

Energy Choices    Temperature Settings   Turning Things Off
TVs           Computers           Appliances           Game Systems

In-Home Energy Audit              Home Energy Yardstick
New Construction Design 

Renewable Options

Heating & Cooling

Water Heating

Appliances

Lighting

Low-Cost No-Cost
Improvements & Plug Load

Understanding

Windows

Insulation & Ventilation

Air Sealing

(See rebate below)

$100 Bonus*

(See rebate below)
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